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delivered by Messrs. Black, Carlile, Evans and Jefferson. About 300 per- 
sons were present, who cordially and unanimously responded to the senti- 
ments expressed. Two resolutions were adopted, and 101 persons signed 
the declaration. 

The seventh meeting was held on November 29th, at Trinity Chapel, 
Philip -street, Kingsland-road ; when Mr. Jefferson delivered a lecture on 
the principle of the Society to a respectable and attentive audience. From 
300 to 350 persons were present, and 72 individuals signed the declaration. 
Arrangements are made for several other meetings in this Borough." 

Further extracts we must reserve for future numbers. 



THE LEGISLATURE OF MASSACHUSETTS ON PEACE. 
PETITION 
To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 
Your petitioner, believing that war is an unnecessary as well as monstrous 
evil, and that all national differences might be settled by arbitration, without 
an appeal to force, petitions that Resolutions be passed in your Honorable 
Body, favorable to the formation of a Congress of Nations, for the decision 
of all questions of national disputes ; and that copies of such Resolutions be 
transmitted to Congress, with instructions to our Senators and Representa- 
tives to bring the subject to their consideration. John P. Andrews. 

House or Representatives, Jan. 31, 1844. 
The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of John P. Andrews, of 
Salem, for the promotion of Universal Peace, have attended to the duty 
assigned them, and ask leave to present the following Report : 
The object of this petition is one which commends itself to the approbation 
of every enlightened patriot and true philanthropist. War is, undoubtedly, 
to be reckoned among the chief destroyers of human happiness : a foe to the 
best interests of all who are engaged in it,whether as assailants or defenders 
— whether victors or vanquished. As a general fact, the evils which it 
induces, are far greater than those which it aims to prevent or remove. 
These evils are too numerous even to be distinctly named on the present 
occasion : — too vast and various for even a rapid and general survey within 
the few moments which this House, amid its many pressing engagements, 
can probably devote to the subject. Nor is argument necessary here to 
prove that, if any method can be devised for the settlement of national 
controversies, without the excitement of malignant passions, the waste of 
property, the destruction of life, and the depravation of morals, which are 
the inseparable concomitants of national warfare; the adoption of that method 
by all the civilized world is "a consummation devoutly to be wished." Such 
a method has, in the opinion of many whose judgment is entitled to respect, 
been discovered. The Peace Societies which have been formed in this 
country and in Europe within the last twenty-eight years, and which enrol 
among their members some of the purest and most gifted minds in either 
hemisphere, have poured the light of reason and of revelation upon the 
practice of war, until multitudes have come to the conclusion, that a custom 
so fraught with physical and moral evil, so uncongenial with the best 
feelings of the human heart, so ruinous to the dearest interests of social life, 
and so hostile to the first principles of natural and revealed religion, — cannot 
be necessary. It begins to be extensively acknowledged, that individuals 
and communities are subject to the same divine authority, and are bound to 
conduct their affairs, and regulate their mutual intercourse, by the same 
rules, and on the same principles ; and therefore, that legal adjudication 
should take the place of physical force, for the maintenance of national rights 
and interests, as, in the progress of civilization, it already has, with regard 
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to those of a personal and domestic nature. The friends of peace are accord- 
ingly solicitous to keep the subject before the public mind, that States and 
Nations, and those who rule or represent them, may be as soon as possible 
prepared to take appropriate and effectual measures concerning it. 

The subject is not new to the Legislature of Massachusetts. In 1837, 
petitions of similar tendency to that which is now before this House, were 
received, and referred to a joint committee. During that and the succeeding 
session, they were repeatedly considered ; and, at length, by a vote of thirty 
out of thirty-two in the Senate, and unanimous in the House, the Legisla- 
ture 

"Resolved, That the institution of a Congress of Nations, for the purpose 
of framing a code of international, law, and establishing a high court of 
arbitration for the settlement of controversies between nations, is a scheme 
worthy of the careful attention and consideration of all enlightened govern- 
ments." 

Accordingly, the Governor was requested to transmit a copy of the adopted 
resolves, and the report on which they were founded, "to the President of 
the United States, and to the Executive of each of the States, to be commu- 
nicated to their respective Legislatures, inviting their co-operation in the 
proposed object." 

Your committee consider this object as having lost none of its importance 
since that period. On the contrary, it is every year acquiring a stronger 
hold on benevolent and enlightened minds. The progress of social improve- 
ment and of public sentiment; the increasing intercourse, commercial, literary 
and religious, among the various nations of the earth ; and the multiplied 
pleasures and mutual benefits resulting from it; together with the harmonious 
precepts and predictions of the inspired Volume ; — all encourage the anima- 
ting hope, that the period is coming, in which man's intellectual and moral 
nature shall assert its supremacy over every baser propensity and passion ; 
when law and reason shall, in great measure, supersede the employment of 
physical force in managing the affairs of men ; and when, therefore, nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 

As a measure conducive to this happy issue, your Committee would 
respectfully propose to this House, and, if adopted here, to be sent up to the 
honorable Senate for concurrence, the accompanying Resolves. All which 
is respectfully submitted. 

By order of the Committee, Daniel Huntington, Chairman. 

RESOLVES 

On the Petition of John P. Andrews, for the Promotion of Universal Peace. 

Resolved, That we regard arbitration as a practical and desirable substitute 
for war, in the adjustment of international differences. 

Resolved, That a system of adjudication, founded on a well digested code 
of international laws, and administered by a standing court or board of mutual 
reference, is preferable to the occasional choice of umpires, who act without 
the aid or restriction of established principles and rules. 

Resolved, That it is our earnest desire that the government of the United 
States would, at the earliest opportunity, take measures for obtaining the 
consent of the powers of Christendom to the establishment of a General 
Convention or Congress of Nations, for the purpose of settling the principles 
of international law, and of organizing a high court of nations, to adjudge all 
cases of difficulty which may be brought before them by the mutual consent 
of two or more nations. 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be requested to transmit a 
copy of these resolves, with the accompanying report, to the Senators and 
Representatives of Massachusetts in the Congress of the United States, with 
instructions to use their influence, as they may find occasion, in furtherance 
of this important object. 



